


Not only is a second language useful in business. but I

the study of another language develops mental capaci-
ties which tie in with the technological age. Business
managers say that when they are looking for someone to
run a computer centre or oversee a project. they will
often sclecilanguage majors because they are able to
manipulate systems of thought. The ability to perceive
patterns. solve problems. and grasp meaning from a lim-
ited number of clues. are skills which are required for
technological ae!vancement. These skills are enhanced
by second language study.

Students of a second language have also been shoMl
to have increased creativity. The need to solve problems
of how to express a thought in another language
increases divergent thinking skills. MonolinguaLs tene!
to be somewhat rigid in their perceptions of the world
and its problems. Those who have studied a second lan-
guage tene! to think more originally. to see new and dif-
ferent patterns in their world. and thus develop
innovative ways of solving problems. They are more
likely to be Oexible thinkers. This is why they are often
sought after in business, politics, and to initiate techno-
logical advancement.

In addition. a second language is learnee! by making
guesses. or hypotheses. about how the language works.
These guesses are 'then tested, and confirmecl, rejectecl
or modified. This practice increases considerably the
leamer's ahilitv to develop and evaluate hypotheses.

A more personal advantage of second language study
is the abWty to resist stereotyping, both intellectually I

and personally. Students of.a second language are better
able 10 develop strategies for assessing human behavior,
separating it from language and cultural stereotypes.
They are also belleI' able to appreciate their OMl individ-
uality and thus resist excessive pressure to conform.

Perhaps most important in a world where the fast
pace of change makes it difficult to predict the future are
the psychological advantages. Studying French increases
coping skills. Second language learners develop strate-
gies to overcome feelings of insecurity when faced with
the unknown or the ambiguous. Furthermore, they are
encouraged to take risks wilh language and thus risk-
taking behaviors are encouraged. Repeated success in
communicating despite difficulties also increases self-
confidence.

In addition, those who study a second language. such
as French, le.arn to communicate with other people and
participate in another culture. This accomplislunent in
itself is exciting and stimulating. Not only can this skill
contribute 10 successful business opportunities, but to
an enriched lifestyle, increased person.1l friendships, and
a fuller participation in many facets of life. There are fur-
ther social advant.1ges. Not only does the second lan-
guage !camel' hecome more aware of the many cultures
in our world, but also more tolerant of dilTerent view-

points. However. what is even more important. the sec-
ond language learner is more able to perceive the essen-
tial similarities in human nature. This increased
awareness' of people. and of the characteristics of our
human nature, contributes to increased interpersonal
communication skills, an advant.1ge in all aspects of life.

Learning French can also contribute to the enhance-
ment of English language ability. Vocabulary is increased,
and more attention is paid to the nuances of language,
increasing the possibilities of effective and accurate com-
munication in English.

It is to be noted. of course. that these advantages of
second language study do not accrue to learners after
two or three years of studying rrench. Some degree of
Ouency in the second language is required to benefit
from the intellectual. psychological, and personal advan-
tages. Ilowcycr, students who continue studying French
from the elementary school to the end of high school do
have the opportunity to develop Ouency in the language
and thus partake of all the benefits of second language
study.

Whatever career path may be open to our students.
whatever job opportunities. they must always operate in
a human environment. At a more philosophical level, an
understanding of the human condition is essential in
order to direct and masler scientific and technological
advances. This reality of our existence should not be
brushecl aside by a too superficial •.iew of what consti-
tutes an appropriate curriculum for slUdents of the
province. The abilily {o umlelstal!d and communicate
with others and to cope with changing drcumo;tances
are required skills for successful living. Student u to
be encouragecl 10 study subjects which enhan hese
skills just as much as those which focus on prdJlem-
solving and hypothesis-lesting. By studying French, they
can combine benefits of both.
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Memorial UnlvC/'sity of Newfoundland.

Editor's Note: We we/come tlte oprOltllnily 10 rtint alter-
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Bullelin. Plea$e send your commenls 10 Tlte Bullelin,
Newfound/and and Labrador Teachers' Association. J
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