Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ'S)

1. How will my child react to being in a class where no English is spoken?
2. How important are extra-curricular activities in French?

3. Can I help my child with homework if | don’t speak French?

4. Is French Immersion for all children?

5. What about College and University?

6. How do we know Immersion works?

7. What happens if we move and there is no French Immersion?

8. What about help for learning difficulties?

9. Why should I choose French Immersion for my child?

10. What can | do to help?

1. How will my child react to being in a class where no English is spoken?

Immersion teachers use many gestures as they speak, so the children are able to follow what is said, even if
they do not understand all the words. Children try French words and phrases to communicate with the
teacher. They progress at varying rates through the stages of language acquisition. Some will start using
French while others are still only using English.

2. How important are extra-curricular activities in French?

The more French-language activities the children can be involved in, the better, to give them everyday
experiences in French. Clubs, camps, TV and theatre provide opportunities to learn and use French outside
the classroom, with different language models.

3. Can | help my child with homework if | don’t speak French?

Most help at home will be in English. Parents can help with Math operations, English spelling, writing and
reading. Answering questions, explaining concepts and encouraging good study habits enhance learning in
both languages.

4. Is French Immersion for all children?

With few exceptions, Immersion is suitable for all children. Any child who can learn to communicate in one
language can acquire a second language through the French Immersion Program.

5. What about College and University?
French Immersion grads have many options. They can study in French or English, at universities in Canada

and abroad. Universities recognize French Immersion courses for admission. Scholarships and bursaries are
available for study in French in other parts of Canada or abroad.



6. How do we know Immersion works?

Children progress in language learning at different rates but by the end of high school they can speak, read
and write French, work or live in a French environment and take post-secondary education in French or in
English. Grads have the added benefit of being bilingual and many study other languages, such as Spanish or
Italian, which are related to French.

7. What happens if we move and there is no French Immersion?

If Immersion is not available, children do very well in the Basic French program. If they have enrichment
opportunities, they will continue to develop their French skills. Students moving into the English program
make a smooth transition.

8. What about help for learning difficulties?

Many Immersion schools have bilingual support services who help children with learning difficulties.
Research and experiences show that students with a variety of abilities do as well academically as they could
in an English program, provided they receive equivalent assistance. Language is not usually the cause of a
learning difficulty. The same problems also arise in other educational settings.

9. Why should I choose French Immersion for my child?

Graduates of a full Immersion program have an increased appreciation of other languages and cultures,
enhanced career potential and a key to learning other languages. It opens one more door for their future.

10. What can | do to help?

Encourage good study habits and provide French reference materials for use at home. Enjoy French TV,
radio, music games, software and videos with your children. Read to and with your children in English.
Encourage they read to you in French. Keep in touch with the teachers. Check out summer camps and
exchanges. Visit some French websites together. Try taking a French class yourself. You'll enjoy it!



